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4.0 I,AND STATUS, I,AND-USE AND POST}IINING I"AND-USE

4 .  I  Scope

4 "2 Methodology

4 .3  Land  S ta tus

4.3.1 Surface Land Status/Mine Plan Area.  Or^mership of  the sur face r ights

wi th in and cont iguous to the mine p lan and permi t  area is  shown on Plates 2-1,

3-1 and 4-1.  The sur face wi th in the lease areas and the cont iguous lands,  out-

s ide of  the ARCO fee 1ands,  are adrn in is teredby the USFS. Also as shown on Plate

2-1 there are no st ructures wi th in t0o0'  of  the mine permi t  area.

4 "  3 . 1 . 1  0 w n e r s h i p .  T h e

superv is ion of  the Mant i -LaSal  Nat ional

in  the immediaEe area of  the permi t  and

3 - 1  a n d  4 - 1 "

United States Government under the

Forest  owns most  of  the sur face r ights

m ine  p lan  a rea  as  shown  on  P la tes  2 -1 ,

Swisher  Coal  Company is  now owned by the At lant ic  Richf ie ld Company.  The

propert ies former ly  owned by Swisher  are no\{  operated by ARCO as Beaver Creek

Coal  Company.  Mai l ing address for  Beaver Creek Coal  Company is  as fo l lows:

Beaver Creek Coal Company

1109 South Carbon Avenue

Pr i ce ,  UT  84501

4.3,L.2 Surface } lanaging Author i t ies.  Uni ted States Department  of

Agr icu l ture,  Forest  Serv ice,  In termounta in Region.

4 . 3 . 1 . 3  U r i l i t y  C o r r i d o r s

cor r idors  o r  o ther  r igh ts -o f -way ex is t

court  record. There are no surface or

passing over the perrni t  area.

and Other  Right-Of-Ways.  No ur i l i ry

on the sur face or  in  documentat ion or

subsurface man-made features wi th in or
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4 .3 .L "4  Spec ia l  Use  Pe rm i t s  and  Leases .  Genwa l  has  ob ta ined  Spec ia l

Use Permi ts  f rom the Uni ted SEates Forest  Serv ice,  Mant i -LaSal  Forest  Ranger for

su r face  fac i l i t i es  ad jacen t  t o  pe rm i t  a rea  ( sed imen t  pond ,  e t c . ) ,  snow s to rage

and Forest  Park ing and the three topsoi l  s tockpi les.

The proposed use of  pr ivate and Forest  Serv ice lands,  not  conta ined in the

lease area,  for  sur face fac i l i t ies in  conjunct ion wi th the Crandal l  Canyon Mine

are shown on Plate 2- I .  The document  for  legal  r ight-of -encry and the

construct ion of  an access road through Forest  Serv ice lands is  enclosed aE the

end of  Chapter  2 as Appendix 2-3.  Documents permi t t ing the use of  Forest  Serv ice

lands  fo r  po r ta l  f ac i l i t i es ,  snow sLo rage  and  topso i l  s tockp i l es  no t  con ta ined

$/ i th in the boundar ies of  the Federal  coal  lease is  shown as a specia l  use permi t

appl icat ion and is  enclosed at  the end of  Chapter  2 as Appendix 2-4.  Document

support ing legal  r ight-of -encry on Swisher  Coal  Company property  is  enclosed as

Append ix  2 -5 .

4"3"2 l l i .nera l  Ownership/ l , l , i r re Plan Area.  Coal  ovmership wi th in the

permi t  area and on cont iguous lands is  shown on p lates 2-1,  3-1 and 4-1.

4 "3 ,2 "L  Goa l  Ownersh ip  and  M ines .  The  coa l  w i t h i n  t he  l ease  a rea

is owned by the Uni ted States Government .  The Uni ted States Bureau of  Land

l{anagement operates as managing authority.

4 .3 .2 .2  Coa l  Leases .  SL -0526 /+8  ass igned  th rough  BLM (See  Append i x

2- I )  .  Appl icant  current  lease-holder  U- 54762.  In th is  document  lease-holder

U-  5 /1762  i s  occas iona l l y  re fe r red  to  as  U -054762 .

4 "3  "2  .3  Minera l  Ownersh ip . Uni ted States Government .

4.3.2,4 Mineral  Leases.  Exis t ing documentat ion indicates that  none

e x i s t s .
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owTler

4.3.2,5 Oi l  and Gas Ownership and l le l ls .  Uni ted States Government

exis t ing o i1 or  gas wel ls  wi th in perrn iu area.

4  . 3  . 2  . 6  0 1 1  a n d  G a s

oil and gas lease by Che Federal

4 .4  Land  Use

4 . 4 . L  R e g i o n a l  L a n d - U s e .

to be managed as a mul t ip le use

Leases.  Por t ion of  the permi t  area held under

Government .  See Plate 4-1.

Under Uni ted States Forest  Serv ice iur isd ic t ion

fo res t  a tea .

4 .4 "2  Land -Use  fn  M ine  P lan  A rea .  P r i o r  t o  1939 ,  t he  pe rm ic  a rea  was  used

for  d ispersed,  non-developed recreat ion,  graz ing by nat ive b ig game species and

habicat  for  smal l  game and non-game animals.  From 1939 unt i l  1955,  rhe area

was mined by t radic ional  room and p i l lar  methods.  Approximately  35,000 Eons were

removed from the Hiawatha Seam. Since termination of mining, the land has

rever ted to i ts  or ig inal  uses.  Cat t le  are moved through the canyon to graz ing

areas at  h igher  e levat ions.  Some grazing occurs in  the r ipar ian areas at  Ehese

Eimes,  but  the canyon s lopes are too steep to be sui table for  regular  graz ing.

The area is  a lso unsui table for  logging.

Af ter  min ing operat ions cease,  the area wi l l  be restored t .o  support  uses

it was capable of supporting prior to mining. Since the area wil l be returned

to i ts  approximate or ig inal  contours,  i t  r , r i l l  most  l ike ly  be too steep for

grazing by other than native game and non-game species. The access road wil l

be le f t  in  p lace,  pursuant  to the wishes of  the USFS (sur face landowner) .

The present  use of  the land to be af fected by sur face operat ions and

fac i l i t i es  w i t h i n  t he  p roposed  pe rm i t  a rea  i s  f o r  d i spe rsed  non -deve loped

recreat ion,  nat ive wi ld l i fe  habi tats  and d ispersed cat t le  grazLng.  The wi ld l i fe

habi tacs wi th in the mine area are descr ibed inAppendix 10-2 and 10-3.  The area

has been used for  a prev ious min ing operat ion and the previous operat ion created

somewhat  leve1 areas to create access to the coal  seam and for  coal  loadine

ope ra t i ons .
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This has made the area somewhat  more aecessib le and in a bet ter  condi t ion

as far  as access goes,  however,  the previous operat ion has a lso le f t  a  lo t  of

t rash and lumber,  remains of  o ld cabins,  fuel  and o i l  cans in  Ehe area which

might  make i t  less desi rable for  recreat ion f rom an aesthet ic  poinL of  v iew.

A por t ion of  the ex is t ing vegetat ion l ras a lso d is turbed and there is  no ev idence

of any revegetative work having ever been done in the area.

Emery County had previously zoned this area as a recreation forestry and

nin ing area.  However,  as of  November 12,  L979,  th is  area has been rezoned to

CE-1 whieh is  a cr i t , ica l  envi ronment  zone.  A county zoning of  CE- l  does not

prohib i t  min ing.  Therefore,  the area wi l l  not  have to be rezoned.

Based upon a phone call with Don Almond, the Emery County Mining

Commissioner ,  on October 9,  1981-,  the designat ion of  CE-1 and consequent ly  the

status of possible mine development in Crandall Canyon uras ascertained. Although

mining is not prohibited, page 38 of the Emery County Zoni,. lg Resolution states

that conditional use must comply with their code and be approved by the County

.Commission under prov is ions of  Ar t ic le  9.  A rev iew by the Emery County

Commission scheduled for  October 22,  L98L,  r , ras postponed unEi l  November 19,  1981,

because of  a lack of  in format ion submit ted.

Genwal  CoaI  has compl ied wi th the procedures out l ined in SecEion 9 - l -2,

Appendices A Ehrough F.  0n July  30,  1980,  at  the p lanning commission meet ing,

Genwal 's  documents were to be rev iewed as per  Ar t ic le  IV,  Par t  9 Sect ion F.  The

planning commission d id not  approve,  d isapprove or  approve i t  subject  to

modi f icat ion as requi red by Sect ion F.  No act ion was taken,  for  reasons st .ated

in Ehe minutes f rom the meet ing,  refer  to  Appendix 4-2.  The commission should

have responded as required in Section F of the Emery County Zoning Ordinance.

The only response Genwal  has had came on September L4,1981,  rather  than as

provided for  in  Sect ion F.  The let ter  dated September 14,  1981,  ind icates the

previously submitted documents were adequate for preliminary review. If chat

\4/as the case, the County Planning Commission should have responded favorably

wi th in 30 days to the Emery County Commission as requi red in  Sect ion F.  Dur ing
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the Ernery County Planning Couuniss ion meet ing held on November 25,1981,  the

previously submitted documents \,rere approved unanimously.

The Mant i  LaSal  Div is ion of  the Uni ted States Forest  Serv ice has th is  area

shown on thei r  land use map as sui table for  d ispersed,  non-developed recreats ion,

and suitable for l inited gtazi:ng as the slopes are sceep and there is not enough

of  the necessary vegetat ion for  extensive grazing.  I t  is  a lso c lass i f ied as

unsuicable for  logging operat ions as coni fer  is  only  a marginal  component  of  the

4 t v 4 -

Dispersed grazing currently occurs in the permit area while cattle are moved

though to higher elevation grazing areas. It is expected that this sporadic

gtaz ing wi l l  cont inue af ter  mine l i fe .  Big game wi l l  a lso graze the post-mine

land .

Crandall Canyon is not actually being used as summer range for cattle, but

cattle are moved through the canyon to the actual grazing areas at higher

elevations. Beeause the cattle are moved through the canyor:., grazing, although

undesi rable,  does occur ,  wi thout  not iceable deplet ion of  vegetat ion in  the

r ipar ian zone.  The r ipar ian zone,  cover ing a minute por t ion of  the canyon area,

a l lows for  some grazing.  I t  is  undesi rable for  the ef fect  i t  has on r ipar ian

vegetat ion for  use by nat ive wi ld l i fe .  The poscure of  the canyon ly ing outs ide

the r ipar ian zone is  too steep for  gxazing by other  than nat ive wi ld l i fe .

Wi ld l i fe  use wi l l  be par t  of  the post-mine land-use for  th is  reason.  Cat t le  wi l l

sti l l  be moved through the canyon with unavoidable sporadic gtazLng in the

r ipar ian zone,  but  the cat t le  should be moved to h igher  e levat ions as soon as

possib le to avoid unnecessary damage to vegetat ion in  the r ipar ian zone.  By

return ing the d is turbed areas to i ts  or ig inal  contours,  i t  r . r i l l  again be too

steep fot gtazLng by other than native big game species.

In the Manti-LaSal National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (LR-t{p),

1986,  the Forest  Serv ice has developed cer ta in management object ives for  the

axea.
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The permi t  area

uni ts  are as fo l lows

includes four separate management units. The management

and managemenc emphasis for each unit is described.

The bottom of Grandall Canyon is included in the

Area) Management Unit where management emphasis is

development. This unit includes the surface facil i t ies

MMA

on

for

(Leasable Minerals

leasable minerals

the mine.

The eastern portion of the permit area l ies $richin the GWR (General Big Game

i'rl inter Range) Management Unit where management emphasis is on providing general

b ig game winter  range.

The north and west areas of the perrnit area l ies within the RNG (Range

Forage Production) Management Unit. Management emphasis is on production of

forage and cover  for  domest ic  l ivestock and wi ld l i fe .

The riparian area along Crandall Creek is included in the RPN (Riparian)

Management Uni t .  RPN areas inc lude the aquat ic  ( inc luding f ish)  ecosystem, the

r ipar ian (characterLzed by d is t inct  vegetat ion) ,  and adjacent  ecosystems that

remain within approximately 100 feet measured horizontally from the edge of all

perennia l  s t reams and spr ings,  and the shores of  lakes and other  s t i l l  water

bod ies ,  i . € . ,  f r om seeps ,  bogs ,  and  we t  meadows .  Emphas i s  i s  on  p rese rva t i on

of the riparian areas and componenE ecosystem.

The h is tor ic  use of  the land has been for  recreat ion,  forestry ,  wi ld l i fe

habicat  and min ing as indicated by previous zoning,  h is tor ic  documenEat ion and

visual  examinat ion.

The proposed mine p lan area has been previously  mined and the fo l lowing

informat ion is  prov ided as requested.

Type of mining method used: room and pi l lar  method of  rn in ing.

the only seam mi.ned.Coal seams mined: Hiawatha seam was
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ExtenE of  coal  removed:  Approxi rnate ly  35,000 tons as

Approximate dates of  past  n in ing:  November,  L939,

pe r  USGS reco rds .

per  USGS calculat ions.

t o  Sep tember ,  1955 ,  as

4.4 .3  Land-Use DurLng OperarLon.

4"4 .3 .L  A f fec t  O f  Opera t l on  On  Land -Use .  App l i can t  f ee l s  rha r

greater  por t ion of  permi t  area wi l l  not  be af fected by our  operat ion and that

premining land-use wi l l  be appl icable except  for  d is turbed area around por ta ls

and  access  road .

4.4.3.2 Ui t igat lon Of  Ef feets Of  Operat ion.  The maximum area of

possib le subsidence is  shown on PlaEe !2-2 as the area conta ined wi th in Ehe zero

subsidence contours.  As expla ined in Chapuers 7 and 12 no adverse ef fects are

expected to occur  as a resul t  o f  the subsidence mechanisms and no mi t igat ion

measures are proposed,  however in  the event  subsidence damages or  a l ters such

structures as st reams,  roads ecc.  Genwal  wi l l  repai r  or  replace such st ructures

in eonjunct ion wi th prudent  and reasonable envi ronmental  designs.

4.5 Postmin ing Land-Use

After  rec lamat ion,  the area wi l l  be restored to support  uses i t  was capable

of  support ing pr ior  to  min ing.  Vegetat ion wi l l  be restored to comply wi th UMC

817 .116  and  817 .117  to  p rov ide  hab i t a t  and  a  f ood  sou ree  fo r  w i l d l i f e .  I r  i s

expected that  the cat t le  graz i rng wi l l  cont inue af ter  rec lamat ion.  The access

road wi l l  remain pursuant  to the wishes of  the USFS (sur face landowners) ,  to

support  l imi ted (underdeveloped) recreat ion.

4.5 Socioeconomic Considerat ions
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